Building 14

Grade II listed

IOE number: 154888

Date listed: 11" October 1985

Date of last amendment: 11" October 1985

This building is Grade II listed and attributed to the late-18" — early-19" century. The
building comprises two storeys of randomly coursed sandstone walls with quoined edges
and three bays. The building is terraced into the hill slope on its southern side to such an
extent that the entrance to the building on the southern side is straight into the first floor.

Plate 32: The north-facing elevation of building 14

The northern elevation of the building is very symmetrical with two small windows on the
first floor and two larger windows and a central door on the ground floor. There is a
considerable drop of approximately 1 metre from this door to the courtyard in front of it,
presumably as it would be easier to load barrels of cider directly onto carts from this
position. The western elevation has one central door on the first floor directly from the
garden of the farmhouse. The southern elevation has one door on the first floor. The
eastern elevation is not very symmetrical; it has a ground floor doorway that is slightly
offset to the right presumably so that the building could be entered without affecting the
cider mill. The first floor has a small central window.
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Plate 33: The eastern elevation

The ground floor plan of the building is little changed from its original purpose. A large
cider mill and press are still in situ and in superb condition. The cider mill still has all of
the wooden horse-gear attached to the axle of the wheel. The mill wheel is of
conglomerate stone of unknown provenance and is cogged to prevent the wheel from
sliding when the trough is full. The axle pivots on the first bridging beam of the first floor.
The cider press has all its cast-iron fixtures and fittings and is built directly beneath the
second bridging beam. The press is made of hardwood, almost certainly oak, and still has
the dripstone of roughly circular shape with a channel around the edge and a shaped outlet
that drains into a large stone trough set into the floor.
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Plate 34: The cider mill

Plate 35: The cider press and (inset)
carpenters’ marks on the cross beam of
the press
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The ground floor is covered in a range of cobblestones and stone flag. The timber framing
for the first floor consists of five bridging beams with 12 joists in each to support the
floor-boards above. The bridging beams are almost certainly oak and extremely thick,
suggesting that the floor carried a heavy load, and have a chamfer along the bottom edges
with stops at the wall junctions. Three of the bridging beams have been reinforced after

the building was constructed with stone built pillars built against the southern wall of the
structure (see Plate 36).

Plate 36: Bridging beam and additional
reinforced pillars and (inset) chamfered

edge with stop

The roof of the structure is almost completely original with 2 simple ‘A’ frame trusses
with angled struts; a later king post has been inserted for additional support made from a
thin bar of cast-iron with a square-headed bolt. The roof has two tiers of trenched purlins,
two heavy principle rafters and numerous other common rafters. The purlins are
longitudinally joined together with bridle scarf joints. The northern side of the roof is
covered in slate and the southern side in pantile (presumably a later replacement).

Plate 37: Sketch (above) and photograph (below) of A-frame truss wit angled struts

© Archenfield Archaeology AA/06/76 Caplor Farm Survey 52

DRAFT TWO



Building 15

Plate 38: Building 15 to the north-east

This building is single storey and made of randomly-coursed sandstone walls. It seems
likely that the building has been shortened after the tithe map as it appears to be much
larger on that map but a possibility also exists that it was not accurately surveyed and
therefore appears to be a different building. This building is similar to building 14 as it is
also terraced in the hill slope on its southern side. There is a single door central on the
western elevation, and a blocked doorway and window on the eastern elevation. The
southern elevation has no openings, whereas the northern elevation has a probable blocked
doorway or window, together with two ventilation slots. A stone wall extends form the
south-east corner of the building and forms a revetting wall of a small terrace outside the
building. The western half of the building has a beaten earth floor and the eastern a red
brick set one. The original purpose of this building is unclear but it is currently occupied
by a blacksmith with a small forge in the north-eastern corner of the building and a
stainless steel flue extending out of the eastern window.
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The roof of the structure is corrugated iron but is clearly
not the original as the roof is supported by two stone
gables and a well-constructed queen strut truss with a
single tier of purlins. The northern half of the roof still
retains all the common rafters whereas the southern side
has none. The main trenched purlins now have little
structurally to do with the roof; two later machine-sawn
softwood purlins have been added to the top of the
common rafters to support the corrugated iron roof.

Plate 39: The blacksmith’s forge

Plate 40: The queen strut truss
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Figure 12: Sketch of the queen strut truss
Building 16
Modern red brick bungalow with a slate roof constructed in 1997 — 1998.
Building 17

This building is modern garage erected in 1986.
Building 18

Modern timber-framed open four-bay pole barn with a lean-to attached to the eastern side.
The corrugated iron roof is supported by simple machine-sawn king post trusses with
angled struts.

Building 19

Caplor Fa

[

Figure 13: Plan of modern buildings, building removed (purple) since the 1929 OS map and the 1843 tithe
map
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This building was demolished in the 1960s. The eastern wall of this building is used as the
eastern wall of building 8. When building 8 was constructed a level terrace was excavated
to accommodate it and the farm labourer noted that there ‘was a number of post holes
visible from an earlier building’ (Tom Patterson pers comm), which presumably was
building 19.

Building 20

This building is almost certainly the same as building 15 but was simply not accurately
drawn by the tithe map surveyors as it does appear slightly larger and at a slightly different
angle. The 1880s 1* Edition OS map seems to fit the present shape of the building and
would therefore support this hypothesis.
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7.1

Recommendations for the management of farm buildings
Condition of the building stock

The following recommendations are based on Farming the Historic Landscape, Caring for
Farm Buildings, published by English Heritage, 2004.

Traditional farm buildings

The history of the agricultural development of the British countryside is reflected in the
traditional farm buildings that scatter the landscape, with the buildings being as important
to the landscape as the changing field patterns and boundaries associated with them.
These buildings and field patterns are locally important, reflecting the changing geology,
and farming practices that vary across the country.

Care for historic buildings

e wherever possible, farm buildings should be kept in active use, as this maintains
the buildings’ function

e they are a vital element in defining the character of the countryside

e they are a historical and archaeological asset for understanding the morphology of
farming in an area

e they may be listed buildings, or lie within the curtilege of a listed building, and so
be legally protected

¢ they often house wildlife

e farm buildings have the potential for alternative uses, and protecting such
buildings may be beneficial for future projects

Listed buildings

Listed buildings are protected under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conversation
Areas) Act 1990. Such buildings are considered to have special architectural and historic
interest.

It is a criminal offence to carry out unauthorised works and penalties can be heavy. If
there is any uncertainty for the need for Listed Building Consent, advice must be sought
from the Local Authority Conservation Officer.

Maintenance and Repair

Water damage and erosion can be one of the biggest hazards to buildings. Regular
inspection, maintenance and repair of buildings are essential to traditional buildings. The
maintenance and repair of roofs, gutters and down pipes helps preserve timber frames and
trusses, weatherboards and wattle-and-earth walled buildings, mortar washing on stone
walls and the general degradation of all buildings fabrics.

Climbing plants such as ivy can keep buildings damp and prise through masonry, brick
and timber joints. It can hide defects that will deteriorate.

Most of the farm buildings at Caplor Farm are modern but buildings 14 and 15 are of an
older fabric. The roof of building 14 is currently in need of repair as a number of slates and
ceramic tiles are missing and water is beginning to affect the building, so much so that the
part of the first floor has collapsed. However in general the overall fabric of the buildings
are well-maintained and in good condition.

Repairs should be undertaken in a sensitive way using appropriate materials, styles and
techniques. Where possible, repairs to existing features should take preference to
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replacement. The use of appropriate material is essential. Wrong materials can have a
negative effect, for example, by using cement mortars instead of lime mortars on historic
masonry can result in spalling and erosion. Inappropriate materials and techniques may
also affect the character and interest of the building.

Advice on this and other issues regarding the renovation work to the barns must be sought
from the local Conservation Officer. No work should start until the necessary listed
building consent has been granted and a program of further detailed recording of the barns
has been completed to the recommended Royal Commission standards.

The need for information

Effective conservation or restoration requires a thorough understanding of the building
complex, with consideration of the standing buildings, and the potential for sub-surface
archaeology.

Careful analysis of the buildings can reveal evidence of alterations and adaptations.
Disused/reused joints and peg holes in timber provide some of the archaeological evidence
for identifying changes in buildings. The proper recording and reporting on such features
may be required prior to any restoration or redevelopment. The farm complex as a whole
should also be considered, as its development through time shows the changing functions,
adaptations and styles that have led to the present set of buildings that have similarities
with the model farms of the late-19" century.

Major conservation projects should be informed by the use of specialist, such as architects,
structural engineers, and building contractors, with experience in conservation and
development using tradition techniques.

In terms of the below-ground archaeological considerations regarding the future
development of the site, the fact that there was a cruck-framed barn and a number of 16" —
17" century re-used chamfered beams in the house would suggest that there was an earlier
farmhouse somewhere on the site. It is likely however that much of the earlier
archaeology has been removed by the later buildings. The arrangement of the buildings
with the farm house at the top of the slope and cider house, granary and main barn in a in a
courtyard below is a typical layout of farms and therefore it seems likely that the original
building was almost certainly situated where the current farm house is.

Wildlife
Farm buildings can be home to protected wildlife, such as owls and bats.

Owls were encouraged to nest in some farm buildings (especially barns) to provide ‘pest’
control, and some later brick barns (e.g. Merry Hill Barns, Haywood, Herefordshire) used
a circular owl hole for decoration on the gable end of the barn that fronted the road. It is
possible that a large sandstone block in the eastern gable end of building 14 is a blocked
owl hole.

The value of wildlife to farm buildings needs to be considered for both historical and legal
reasons. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects bats and their roosts. It is illegal
to disturb bats and/or their roosts, and to obstruct access into buildings they use.
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8.0 Conclusions

Modern Farm Building (Steel
and Breeze Block)

Stone Building

| Timber-Framed Building

Brick Building
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Figure 14: The modern (left) and 1843 plan (right) of the farm

The two maps of the farm buildings above show how the focus of has changed. The
original layout of the farm shows a central courtyard surrounded by farm buildings in an
organised fashion. The farmhouse is situated above the farm buildings so that all effluent
from the farming operations flowed away from the house. The building itself still retains
much of its original features including some late-16™ — 17" century re-used chamfered
beams. Unfortunately the medieval cruck-framed barn shown as building 7 on the tithe
map burnt down in 1949, but there must have been a farmhouse associated with it and the
large quantity of re-used timber within the farmhouse would suggest that much of this

came from that building.
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Figure 15: Building function

The function of the
buildings and indeed the
whole outlook of the farm
has changed considerably
over time, the former cider
mill and granary, and large
(former cruck) barn are no
longer wused for their
original purpose. The farm
has moved towards livery
with large amounts of the
farm being devoted to this.
On the other hand the farm
has also become more
commercial shown by the
modern steel framed barns
used for storing large
agricultural machinery used
for contractual work across
Herefordshire and
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The interesting collection of deeds in the possession of Gareth Williams has meant that the
occupation of the farm is known continuously since 1758. These documents, together
with the cartographic evidence show that the holdings have changed very little.
Furthermore the cartographic evidence shows that the field boundaries have remained
identical across the entire farm, in fact a field boundary has been added to divide field 4
into two.

One of the most important farm buildings to the farm in the past would have been the cider
mill. Cider formed part of the basic wage of labourers that were needed during the
summer months for working the land. Men, women and children employed on yearly or
seasonal contracts all had a daily allowance of cider. The tithe map apportionment and '™
edition OS shows that two fields next to the house were orchards and must have produced
the apples for the cider.

The walkover survey identified a number of features associated with quarrying situated in
a small area of brush within field 4. This is supported by the tithe apportionments where
the field is known as Quarry Piece. A number of impressive lynchets in the fields to the
south of the farm below the Iron Age Hillfort of Capler Camp suggests the continuation of
field boundaries radiating away from the hillfort possibly dating to the prehistoric period.
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9.0 Archive Deposition

The primary project archive, consisting of the original paper records, will be prepared and
stored in accordance with the guidelines laid down in the Institute of Field Archaeologists’
guidelines for the preparation and storage of archives. The primary archive will be stored
with Archenfield Archaeology.

A copy of the digital archive, stored on CD and consisting of context data, together with
the site plan and selected photographs, will accompany the primary archive.
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10.0 Publication and Dissemination Proposals

Paper copies of this report will be lodged with the Archaeological Adviser to
Herefordshire Council, Herefordshire Sites and Monuments Record and Hereford City
Library. A short note on the project will be prepared for publication in the Transactions of
the Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club/other.

CDs of this report, together with the supporting archival material will be available from
Archenfield Archaeology.

The complete photographic record, including the negatives, will be retained by
Archenfield Archaeology.
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Appendices

Building Survey Aims and Objectives

The aims of the project were: -

to make notes to level I (RCHME) standard of the standing farm buildings of
Caplor Farm

to conduct a photographic survey of all the major components of the building. To
meet this requirement photographs were to be taken using a 35mm SLR camera
using black and white and colour print film of general views of the exterior of the
building, all exterior and interior elevations and selective internal views and any
detailed coverage deemed to be fitting with the character and setting of the
building. The photographic survey was to be conducted in accordance with the
stipulations laid down in ‘Recording Historic Buildings’ (RCHME 3rd ed. 1996),
to meet the requirements for a level 1 building recording project.

Methodology
Field Methodology

The following methodology was employed: -

the buildings and their setting were assessed and analysed by suitably qualified
archaeologists

a plan, based on the modern Ordnance Survey Superplan data, was produced to
show building materials and initial phases of buildings

photographs indicating architectural features and alterations were taken using a
Digital SLR camera

the buildings were visited during the period January 2006

all photographic records and drawing numbers were recorded on the relevant data
capture documents in accordance with Archenfield Archaeology’s standard site
recording procedures

Archenfield Archaeology conforms to the Institute of Field Archaeologists' Code
of Conduct and Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual
arrangements in Field Archaeology. All projects are, where applicable, carried out
in accordance with IFA Standards and Guidance or Draft Standards and Guidance.

Processing Methodology

all data were entered into a Microsoft ©Access relational database
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